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From the editors

Michel Lamoré Sebastian Helmig Bart Brinkman

Robert Blaauboer Inéz Meyer Nigel Smink

Before you, you see the first issue of ProtoType, the magazine for  
Creative Technology. The theme for this edition is Christmas. At first glance it seems 
like a strange combination: something that has to do with an ending, Christmas, on 
the one hand, and on the other hand the fresh and new of a first issue. But actually 
this is a very logical combination: while Christmas means the year is coming to an 
end, it also means a new year is just around the corner, with the opportunity to make 
a new start for everyone. 

We at ProtoType are not the only ones who like to combine new with an old tradition, 
Apple does this too: “Apple is mainly doing what it has done ever since iPhone OS 2.0, 
which is making this OS better by expanding the OS…” says Bart in the iOS 5 review on 
page 3. And another example of combining old with new can be found in the fusion 
recipes of Sebastian on pages 17 and 18: combining old recipes with influences from 
other countries lead to fresh, new and exciting dishes that I personally cannot wait to 
try for myself. 

Since this is the first ProtoType ever, we are open to all suggestions on how to im-
prove this magazine. Do you think there is a certain kind of article that should be 
added to the magazine? Do you want to contribute an article yourself? Or maybe you 
know of someone who wants to place an advertisement in a great magazine? Please 
contact us at prototype@proto.utwente.nl with all your suggestions. 

I hope you have as much fun reading the magazine as we had creating it!

The editors of ProtoType wish you all a nice Christmas and a happy, creative new year!
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We wanted to approach the Christmas tradition of giving everyone a present a little differently. Firstly, 
because it would be pretty expensive to give everyone a physical gift, but most importantly because 
we wanted to take an approach that is more in the spirit of Creative Technology. How do you obtain 
your present?

Step 1: Download & install the app from the android market, using the QR code 
on the left, or look for “Proto Christmas Present” in the market.
Step 2: Start the app. If the installation was successful, the camera on your 
phone will be activated.
Step 3: Now turn over your copy of the magazine. On the back you will find a 
marker. If you hold your phone over the marker, a Christmas presented will be 
projected on the marker. 
Enjoy!

How does this work?
The projected present you see is a 3D model stored in the app itself. The app recognizes the marker 
and renders the 3D model on top of it. At the basis of this program lies a clever project called AndAr, 
which you find at code.google.com/p/andar. This project enables your android-powered phone to load 
OBJ (3D model) files, recognize markers and project those models on it. 

How do I do this myself?
Step 1: Install the Android SDK and Eclipse, see http://developer.android.com/sdk/installing.html
Step 2: Install TortoiseSVN, see http://tortoisesvn.tigris.org/
Step 3: Make a new folder to store your project in.
Step 4: Right-click on the folder, and click on SVN checkout. In the URL-field type in http://andar.goog-
lecode.com/svn/trunk/, and click OK. The project files will now be downloaded. 
Step 5: Make a new Java project in Eclipse, selecting <projectfolder>/ AndARModelViewer as location. 
Step 6: You are now ready to create your own Augmented Reality based app!
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Where do I start?
You can start by editing ModelChooser.java, which is located in src/edu.dhbw.andobjviewer/Mod-
elChooser.java . This file is loaded when you launch the app. When doing so, the function onCreate 
is called. For the Christmas presents app, I deleted everything in this function except for the line 
super.onCreate(savedInstanceState); , which recalls the state of the application when 
resuming it. After that, I pasted the code from the else part of the function onListItemClick 
into onCreate. In this way one particular model will be loaded when starting the application. In in-
tent.putExtra(“name”, str+”.obj”);, replace str with the name of the OBJ file you 
want to load. Don’t forget to include your own OBJ (3D model) file! The OBJ files are located in assets/
models. Do note that the app is still in the BETA stage, so only simple 3D models will work. Be sure to 
triangulate faces when exporting to OBJ, as is stated in the help section of the AndArModelViewer app. 

A Christmas present for you... 
the CreaTe way Michel Lamoré
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<html>
<head>

<title>.com</title>
<summary>This article will be about the .com, one of the committees of S.A. Proto.</sum-
mary>

</head>
<body>
 <p>The .com is the committee that builds web-related software for Proto. Think about 
new features for the website, extensions for the food system etc. At the moment the committee 
is working on a nifty feature for the website that will allow you to print your files by drag- and 
dropping them onto the website.</p>

 <p>This project is meant to get to know each other, and build a system where multi-
ple disciplines are needed. We have a designer, two front-end coders (html, CSS, JavaScript) 
and two back-end coders (php, MySQL). Communicating clearly with each other is essential in 
this project and sometimes harder than you might think. And sometimes, coding goes wrong 
too. We won’t mention that our printer was accidently printing 500 pages with Wingdings sym-
bols…</p>

 <p>The next project will be a mobile app for Proto. The supported platforms will probably 
be Android and iOS, since these are the most used mobile operating systems. If you have any 
experience and would like to help, do not hesitate to contact someone from the board or the 
committee!</p>
</body>

</html>

Committee: .com
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Whether you are getting iOS 5 as an update for your iDevice or getting it bundled with your 
new iPhone 4S. This is most definitely another widely celebrated release from Apple. New in 
iOS5 are Over-The-Air updates, Notification center, reminders, iMessage, iCloud and Siri. Is Ap-
ple just catching up with its competitors like Android Ice Cream Sandwich and Windows Phone 
7.5 Mango, or are they really getting ahead now?

iOS 5 Review
Bart Brinkman

Reminders
On first sight Reminders looks like just another to-do list. But when you dig a bit 
deeper, you will find its true potential, which is time-based reminders, and GPS-
location based reminders. Never forget to buy milk when you’re close to the super-
market ever again!

Notification Center
Remember the  blue pop-up bubbles you got whenever you received a message 
or an email? Which always gets right in the middle of what you were do-
ing, making you cancel it to go on with your game of Angry Birds and af-
terwards you don’t remember what it was? This is all over now. Notifica-
tion center gives us small and unobtrusive messages that won’t distract you 
from what you were doing and the best part is, you can find back all these 
messages and even agenda items in one central spot, Notification Center. 

PC-Free and Connectivity
With iOS5 we can finally start using our devices without the need for a computer: 
we’ve gotten Over-The-Air updates, and iCloud, which sync’s between all your devic-
es immediately and on the fly. iCloud also back’s up your device to your computer if 
you are still connected to one. Also transferring music and apps over Wi-Fi is possible! 
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What does this mean to us as users
Apple is mainly doing what it has done ever 
since iPhone OS 2.0, which is making this OS 
better by expanding the OS, based on either 
3rd party apps or jailbreak releases, which I 
personally think is rather blunt. Some exam-
ples. To-do lists have been available through 
apps for a long time now and Reminders took 
the idea, improved and implemented it... An-
other thing. Wireless syncing was available for 
almost a year now if your phone was jailbro-
ken. Now it is an Apple feature. 

The problem is that I have mixed feelings. On 
the one hand this is just stealing ideas. How-
ever by doing this they are creating the most 
complete mobile device you can imagine, right 
out of the box! Everything is possible and easily 
accessible. 

When you finish the setup of your Apple device 
you will be shown this message:

You’re ready to start using the most advanced 
iOS ever.

I can only say I agree.

Siri (iPhone 4S only)
Voice control your phone. Yes, we know this already has been out for years, but Siri 
proves to be something different. Siri is a personal assistant. To accomplish this 
Apple got together with Nuance (a company which has been working on speech 
recognition since 1997). The whole package does not work in Holland yet but 
dictating and setting appointments or reminders is absolutely terrific. Also the Siri 
framework allows for much more functionality in the jailbreak scene, for example 
controlling your thermostat with Siri.
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Mylo Xyloto Review
Bart Brinkman

Coldplay

Coldplay has closed a chapter of their lives with this album, they have 
done all of the things that they´ve wanted to do for the past years. There 
are the fresh and energetic songs, the bombastic songs, the lullabies, 
the ambient and even a song co-starring Rihanna. But how did this 
turn out? Are these songs just the leftovers or is this another great 
album?

Mylo Xyloto was a title the band had been thinking about for 
quite some time now. However they did not find the right mo-
ment yet, when is the moment for a nonsense title? Coldplay 
decided this was the time, a strange assortment of songs 
with a nonsense title. Let´s take a look at the songs in-
stead of their frame of reference.
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The album hits off with a self-titled intro song 
which quickly leads you to “Hurts Like Heaven” an 
energetic song that has gotten the mood just right! 
We head on to “Paradise” and “Charlie Brown” which 
are both mid-paced but have this bombastic feeling 
that feels amazing.

Whereas these hit exactly the right note, “Princess Of China” just 
doesn’t.  Rihanna just does not fit in with Coldplay, the vocals jar 
and make this song worthless although it could have been quite 
the hit, which brings us to some other let-downs, “Us Against The 
World”, “M.M.I.X.”, “A Hopeful Transmission” and “Don’t Let It Break 
Your Heart” leave a feeling of déjà vu. These songs could have been on 
any album that was released. They do not feel like they matter at all. 

Between these two worlds are the quiet and romantic songs like “U.F.O.”, “Up 
With The Birds” and “Up In Flames” which frankly are amazing. They have 
also been kept most clean of the electronic doodling. 

Although Mylo Xyloto is missing quite a bit of coherence in its music, 
Coldplay did show that they do not know where they want to go, how-
ever they also showed us that they have an amazing sound. 

From here on out they could follow any of the directions shown. 
To me they should have kept this album off the shelves for one 

more year. So they could have decided where to go and re-
lease a terrific album with maybe even a better title.



After achieving widespread recognition with their easily accessible hit “Viva la Vida” and the 
accompanying album, Coldplay has released a new album named “Mylo Xyloto”. 

The album begins with an intro piece followed by “Hurts Like Heaven”. This is a happy, 
pop oriented song with a steady rhythm. Second comes “Paradise”. This song, while it 

keeps the couplets small and personal, the chorus is filled with a big synth sound and 
has “Viva la Vida”-like sing-along lyrics.

Next up is “Charlie Brown”, powering forward based on the steady beat of the 
previous songs. And while it doesn’t pack as much of a punch as “Paradise”, it 

certainly has more melody to it and is definitely one of the best songs of the 
album. 

After this sonic violence comes “Us against the world”. This calm intermez-
zo is mostly acoustic and reminds of older songs like “Yellow” or “Swal-

lowed in the Sea”, Though it is less likely to stick in your head than the 
latter two. 

A small fill-up piece called “M.M.I.X” is followed up by “Every Tear-
drop is a Waterfall”. This song is bringing the “Viva la Vida”-esque 

beat back with “Violet Hill”-ish melodies. It is also the first song 
of the album to be released as a single. 

Number 8 of Mylo Xyloto is “Major Minus”. And while it’s more 
easy on the steady beat, the pace is upped a bit here. 
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And last but not least, “Up with the Birds”. Ironically, this is the odd bird in the flock. Start-
ing more synth based while eliminating the now well-known steady beat, and ending 

guitar oriented which shapes it into a very soothing outro for the entire album. 
Mylo Xyloto shows that Coldplay is trying out new things. While Viva la Vida had 

some very popular songs, some took some getting used to. This album is easier 
to listen to immediately. In short, fans that liked the way that Coldplay was going 

with Viva la Vida and don’t mind easier listening material will probably like Mylo 
Xyloto. And for everyone else, the fact that Coldplay is doing something differ-

ent is not bad, it’s just new. 

Robert Blaauboer:

Coldplay decided to collaborate with R&B artist Rihanna for “Princess of Chi-
na” and they are really upping the amount of synth and steady beat here. With 

a lot of parts switching between a duet or both singing separately, this makes 
for an interesting song and is also one of the best of the album. 

Next up is “Up in Flames”, another soothing track. And while this one keep the beat 
slowly going, it is not as interesting as other songs on this album. “A Hopeful Transmis-

sion” provides a little melody leading into “Don’t Let It Break Your Heart”, another song 
that gives the listener empowering beats. But, after the powerful anthems earlier in the 

album, this song, although good, cuts a bit short of the rest. 

While some parts might sound repetitive to some, this does 
make it more likely to stay in your head. Another short break is 

given by “U.F.O”. This soothing song has a slower pace and mellow 
lyrics and gives you a moment to breathe. 



TinTin: Adventures of the unicorn     Review

Herge’s Hero
 

When Spielberg released 
“Indiana Jones: Raiders of 
the Lost Ark” in 1981, he had 
never heard of The Adven-
tures of TinTin, or Hergé 
(the author). It was when 
the French press compared 
Indiana to TinTin that he 
started to read into it. He im-
mediately decided that this 
was something he wanted 
to capture in a film. While 
some scripts were written 
for this, he decided it was 
never possible to capture 
Hergé’s spirit. Yet with all 
the animation and motion 
capture technology avail-
able nowadays, he decided 
to give it a go. Together with 
Peter Jackson, known from 
Lord of the Rings and thus 
his experience with motion 
capturing, he tried to stay 
true to Hergé’s work. 

But did they succeed? Well 
in a few words, they did. The 
animation style is as realistic 
and detailed as can be, but 
it’s not real. The essence of 
the TinTin comics and their 
appearance are still there. 

The story is inspired by a 
combination of three com-
ics: “The Crab With The 
Golden Claws”,” The Se-
cret of The Unicorn” and 
“Red Rackham’s Treasure” 
of which the latter two are 
actually one long story. All 
these different storylines 
put into one movie doesn’t 
feel cramped. Instead it 
gives it the right pacing. Ex-
cept for the beginning and 
some humorous moments, 
the action doesn’t drop.

Every character feels real 
and gives a show stopping 
performance. From Cap-
tain Haddock, done by Andy 

Serkis, to Mr. Sacharin, done 
by Daniel Craig. They don’t  
just fill up empty space, they 
add just as much to the plot 
as TinTin himself, perhaps 
even more. 

This movie is yet another 
movie featuring 3d im-
agery. But I must say that 
it feels incredibly natural in 
this case. Where in other 3d 
movies I felt I was looking at 
images placed behind one 
another, here I was looking 
at a 3 dimensional environ-
ment and it actually added 
to the experience. 

In short, “The Adventures 
of TinTin: The Secret of the 
Unicorn” is a movie to be 
watched by the entire fam-
ily. And it will appeal just as 
much to animated movie 
enthusiasts as it will to ac-
tion-junkies. 
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TinTin: Adventures of the unicorn     Review
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The first thing going 
through your head when 
watching this movie is the 
animation. It is so incred-
ibly detailed, this is due to 
the work of two leading 
experts in motion cap-
tured performances and 
the work of a great staff.
Not only is the movie fully 
CGI rendered but like every 
movie lately it is 3D, how-
ever this movie is differ-
ent. The 3D is not annoy-
ing at all. It feels just right.

By using the CGI technol-
ogy and making the char-
acters this detailed, they 
do step quite a bit away 
from the style that Hergé 
has always used. Hergé 
was known for his de-
tailed surroundings and 
almost iconic characters. 
However using CGI and 

not having details would 
be quite a waste of mon-
ey. Therefore it is just all 
detailed!

Comic writers have a 
tendency to show only 
the action due to limited 
frames. However it feels 
like the dream team (Ste-
ven Spielberg, Peter Jack-
son, Steven Moffat, Edgar 
Wright and Joe Cornish) 
tried doing the same thing 
with this movie. Tintin is 
constantly jumping from 
fight to fight. By doing 
this the real action scenes 
seem to create less sus-
pense. The whole movie 
tends to become more like 
one scene, which in turn 
takes away some of the 
humor and dynamism.

Overall I think this mov-
ie is absolutely great! It 
is packed with fun, ac-
tion and small references 
to Hergés work, which 
makes it even more fun 
to watch when you know 
the original comic book. I 
do however feel that this 
dream team which to-
gether has been involved 
in “Shaun of the Dead”, 
“Hot Fuzz” and “Attack the 
Block” should be capable 
of quite a bit more.

Bart Brinkman 



One last thing.
Steve Jobs

It has already been around 
two months since the iconic 
Steve Jobs died. Yet it ap-
pears to still be fresh in the 
minds of many. It is impres-
sive to witness the signifi-
cance of his death around 
the world. Even though peo-
ple never met him, people 
felt saddened by his passing. 
Lots of people even made 
statements, including US 
President Obama. This is re-
ally quite rare, even amongst 
‘celebrities’. 

Merely 50 years ago the idea 
of someone in this indus-
try becoming so much of 
an icon around the world 
would have been unheard 
of. 

The reasons he has become 
such an icon around the 
world is not only because 
of his accomplishments, but 
mainly because of how his 
accomplishments touched 
people.

One of Steve Job’s key quali-
ties was connecting with 
people. He believed in mak-
ing products not just for the 
sake of making products, 
but rather, making them for 
people; human beings. 

His slogan was to “Think 
different”, and with this 
mentality, Apple made a lot 
of impressive breakthroughs 
throughout the years. He 
was never afraid to abandon 
standards or to completely 
start from the ground up. 
This can be seen by revolu-
tions Apple has created in-
cluding the personal com-
puter, the music industry, 
phones and tablets.

You could argue that Steve 
Jobs perhaps copied or even 
stole ideas, leading to the in-
famous quote: “Good artists 
copy, great artists steal”. But 
one thing that is for sure is 
that without him, the world 
would have been one heck 
of a different place. 

Although he didn’t exactly 
invent it, Jobs really pushed 
the personal computer with 
a graphical user interface 
(GUI). It was something 
he really believed in, and 
pushed it, shaping how we 
interact with technology 
today. The GUI essentially 
made personal computing 
mainstream, instead of it 
just being for ‘nerds’.

While he is most known for 
his work at Apple, Jobs also 
co-founded and was the 
CEO of the animation stu-
dio Pixar which released its 
first animation movie Toy 
Story in 1995. Furthermore, 
Pixar is known for produc-
ing movies including Find-
ing Nemo, Cars and Rata-
touille. Now, Jobs might not 
have been the one to de-
velop graphical animations, 
but he saw the value in it 
and pushed it forward. 

When Jobs co-founded Pix-
ar, he wasn’t working at Ap-
ple anymore. He was kicked 
out his own company. Not 
only did he start Pixar, he 
also founded NeXT Com-
puter in 1985. NeXT aimed 
at developing a more ad-
vanced computer, specifi-
cally tailored for higher ed-
ucation. 

Sales of NeXT were rela-
tively low and it never re-
ally managed to fully catch 
on. Then in 1996, during the 
time Apple was struggling, 
it bought NeXT, essentially 
bringing Jobs back to Apple.

Nigel Smink

9



The integration of NeXT into Apple, and 
the return of Steve Jobs led to the savior 
of Apple at that time. Modern day Mac 
OS X is based on developments at NeXT. 
Moreover, technologies developed at NeXT 
were also used to develop the Apple Store, 
MobileMe services and the iTunes Store.

Furthermore, the World Wide Web was 
invented on a NeXT computer at CERN. 
This just being one example of how Jobs 
influenced the world.

Nevertheless, during his 8 year struggle against cancer, having 
death in front of his doorstep changed his view on life. It was 
then that he developed the “Live every day like it’s your last” 
mentality. It is this mentality that pushed him to accomplish 
some of the things he did. 

Remembering that I’ll be dead soon is the most important tool 
I’ve ever encountered to help me make the big choices in life. Be-
cause almost everything — all external expectations, all pride, all 
fear of embarrassment or failure — these things just fall away in 
the face of death, leaving only what is truly important. Remem-
bering that you are going to die is the best way I know to avoid 
the trap of thinking you have something to lose. You are already 
naked. There is no reason not to follow your heart.

“

”
I believe there are things we can all learn from him, an inspir-
ing and influential man. And it is with an inspiring quote, that 
I would like to end the article:

The ones who are crazy enough to think that they can change the 
world, are the ones who do.“

”

One of the reasons Jobs managed to achieve the things he did is because of his 
change of life style. In 2003, Jobs was diagnosed with cancer, having a huge 
impact on his life. After being diagnosed, he refused to undergo surgery for nine 
months. Instead, he took alternative medicine and consulted Buddhist belief. 
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In this tutorial we are going to make LED Christmas Lighting based on the Arduino prototyping board. The 
Christmas lighting will be based on 20 LEDs.  This project is going to be both relatively cheap and incredibly 
awesome. We will be using a technology called Charlieplexing which is frequently used in Arduino based 
projects. The reason for this is that we do not want to use a pin on the Arduino board for every single LED. 

Charlieplexing is the main part of this project, so let me elaborate on that. Due to a shortage of pins on the 
Arduino board people came up with several solutions. E.g. multiplexing and charlieplexing, the latter will 
be used in this case due to the limited amount of wires in a LAN cable. 
For a LED to work you need current flowing from HIGH to LOW. For example to make LED1 burn PIN1 is HIGH 
and PIN2 is LOW. However the state of PIN3 could influence this schematic. Therefore in charlieplexing 
every unused pin goes into what’s called a tri-state, setting this pin as an INPUT. Those have very high 
impedance therefore very little current will leak out there. 
Example: To turn on LED6. PIN1 is LOW, PIN2 is INPUT and PIN3 is HIGH

This technology is not very impressive when only using six LEDs, however when we expand the amount 
of pins we discover that this system can connect {pins(pins-1) = LEDs} in the case of 5 pins this is 5x4=20 
LEDs, exactly the amount we want. 

Christmas Lights Tutorial
Bart Brinkman

More on Charlieplexing

Tips 
- Try to find a LAN Cable without shielding
- Take bright LEDs preferably with a wide angle
- Buy a little extra in case you lose some parts
- Get a proper soldering iron.
- Contact ProtoType if you don’t understand it anymore.

Step One – Gathering Materials

- A LAN cable 
- 20 LEDs in a color of your choice (though keep in mind that they need to be quite bright)
- 6 75Ω resistors 
- Arduino
- USB cable
- Soldering iron
- Knife
- ComputerYo

u
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First of all make sure you know this schematic from 
top to bottom. Write additional info on it like for ex-
ample the colors of the wires, so you will not connect 
LEDs to the wrong wires. Finding out afterwards is 
quite a lot of work.

Indicate on the LAN cable where you want the LEDs 
to be. Having them at a set distance apart looks quite 
a lot better than having 15 LEDs on one side and 5 on 
the other. An alcohol based marker would be best for 
this, however any indication would do. Start cutting 
away some of the outer isolation of the LAN cable so 
you can work with the smaller wires inside.

Step Two – Dig into the schematics

Step Three – Start building this scheme



Sketches @ 

Getting the Arduino Sketch

Troubleshooting

Then the real constructing will begin. Connect the LEDs 
to the right cables in the LAN cable, and make sure you 
use the cathode or - and anode or + (long leg) side of 
the LEDs appropriately. LED 1 would have the long leg 
connected to the orange wire and the short leg to the 
blue wire and so on for the other nineteen LEDs. 

When all this is done connect the resistors to the wires 
and plug the resistors in the Arduino pins 8, 9, 10, 11 and 
12. 

www.Bartbrinkman.com/Christmas_lighting/

Most likely a few mistakes will occur. These tips will help you fix that.

- If you run the test program, and more than one LED turns on, the LED that was supposed to turn on is not 
connected properly. 

- If LEDs turn on in the wrong order.  The LEDs are most likely connected the wrong way around. An easy way to 
fix this can be found on the website where the sketches are available.

13
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Music - Top 40 Hits
Bart Brinkman & Robert Blaauboer

Alternative & Rock - Top 20

DEV – In The Dark

Cher Lloyd – Swagger Jagger

Hot Chelle Rae – Tonight Tonight

Chase & Status – Flashing Lights

Britney Spears – Criminal

Rihanna – We Found Love

Jason Derulo – It Girl

Adele – Set Fire To The Rain

Nicki Minaj – Superbass

Gorillaz – Feel Good Inc.

Katy Perry - E.T. feat. Kanye West

LMFAO - Champagne Showers

Kanye West - All of The Lights

Maroon 5 - Moves Like Jagger

Nero - Me & You

Lady GaGa - The Edge of Glory

OneRepublic - Good Life

Jessie J - Price Tag

Alexandra Stan - Mr. Saxobeat

David Guetta - Where Them Girls At

Florence + The Machine – Cosmic Love

Ed Sheeran – The A Team

Foster The People – Pumped Up Kicks

Christina Perri – Jar of Hearts

Coldplay – Paradise

Smith & Burrows – Funny Looking Angels

Cage The Elephant – Ain’t No Rest For The Wicked 

DeWolff – Don’t You Go Up The Sky

Volbeat – Radio Girl

Lana Del Rey – Video Games

Foo Fighters – Walk

Triggerfinger – Short Term Memory Love

The Raconteurs – Steady, As She Goes

The Black Keys – Tighten Up

Royal Republic – Tommy-Gun

Fleet Foxes – Mykonos

Selah Sue – Raggamuffin

Mutemath – Typical

Graffiti6 – Stare Into The Sun

The Wombats – Techno Fan

Pop - Top 20
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On the 7th of November, the first TEDx 
in Delft was held. Together with other 
board members I attended this confer-
ence to experience the phenomenon 
myself and to get inspired by refresh-
ing ideas from interesting speakers 
from all around the Netherlands (and 
even from abroad!). In this article I will 
tell you about what in my opinion were 
the most interesting talks.

Jasper van Kuijk
The conference was hosted by Jasper van Kuijk, who once studied Industrial De-
sign engineering at the TU Delft, but somewhere along the way decided that 
he wanted to become a comedian. His role was to introduce each speaker and 
make sure that the conference was as coherent as possible. He did this with his 
typical sense of humour, which you really have to experience for yourself to un-
derstand. 

What is TED/TEDx?
TEDx are independently organised TED (Technology 
Entertainment and Design) events. TED was found-
ed in 1984 in the USA with a focus on, as the name 
implies, Technology, Entertainment and Design, but 
nowadays the range of topics is much bigger. At a TED 
conference several speakers give a talk, in 18 minutes 
or less, about for example a better use of technology 
or an interesting point of view on things that happen 
in society. The mission of TED is on the one hand to 
give people a way to spread their ideas, and on the 
other hand a way to make interesting ideas accessi-
ble to a wider audience. 

Job van de Kieft

According to Job the answer is that we are stuck in an old mindset, and we only think in problems, not 
in solutions. Just like the first cars were shaped like horse carriages, we want to design e-cars like our 
current fuel-powered cars. We want big vehicles that are able to transport a family, ideally also with lug-
gage, whilst 87% of the people driving to their work drive alone. Another commonly heard complaint 
about e-driving is the limited range of the cars, because they electrical cars often run out of juice after 
a mere 300 km. 

Therefore, he says, we must adopt a new mindset, in which we take full advantage of the opportuni-
ties electric vehicles offer. We shouldn’t shape these cars like traditional cars, but make them fit the 
driver like a glove. To get around the range problem, we should take a critical look at the distance we 
drive each day: this is mostly way below the 300km range that is seen as too little. If everybody can just 
charge his or her car at home or at work, running out of juice will never be a problem.

TED   Delft Michel Lamoré
x

“On 28th September, 2005, at 1:41 pm, I drove solar car “Nuna 3” over the finish 
line of the World Solar Challenge in Australia”,  Job van de Kieft started his talk. 
As a student Industrial Design at the TU Delft he participated in the World Solar 
Challenge, which in an annual competition for solar-powered cars. After partici-
pating in this race, he asked himself the question: “why don’t we all drive around 
in electrical cars?” 



Theo Jansen
Theo Jansen is a bit like a god, in the literal sense of the word: he brings creatures to 
live. Not just ordinary creatures, but Strandbeasts. Strandbeasts are animals, made 
out of PVC, that live on the beach. His creatures are able to walk by themselves, pow-
ered by the energy from the wind. 

Over the years, his creatures have become more and more intelligent. The beach ani-
mals have become aware of the dangers of strong wind, and have started to develop 
mechanisms that help them cope with it. In a video, Theo showed us how one of his 
creatures started to anchor itself to the ground when the wind became too strong. 
Another one of his creatures was aware of the dangers of the tide: since the animals 
can’t walk in water, high tide jeopardises them. This creature would walk away as 
fast as possible when it sensed water, which he demonstrated on stage with a gi-
ant creature. As soon as Theo stuck its sensor in a glass of water, it started running 
across the stage. He had to prevent the overly enthusiastic animal from falling off the 
other the end of the stage.  

Theo Jansen also argues that the animals can reproduce. Although they don’t have 
reproductive organs, a lot of people who see the beach animals get the urge to build 
them as well. He even showed us a mass-produced mini strandbeast from Japan, 
which could move with very little wind energy.
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Rolf Hut
Rolf Hut is a self-professed MacGyver scientist, or tinkerer: he likes to take bits 
from existing technological products and use them in a new, innovative way. In 
his talk he proved that doing so isn’t only fun, but it can also yield results that help 
improve the world. 

The aim of TAHMO (Trans African Hydro Meteorological Observatory), the project 
he presented to us, is to create a cheap, accurate weather station for develop-
ing countries. Surely, a weather station is not first on the list of things people in 
developing countries need, you might think. But actually, weather stations are 
very useful for developing countries, in which a lot of people live from food they 
harvest from their own land. With an accurate weather station people can pre-
dict when bad weather will arise, giving them the opportunity to protect their 
crops against it. 

Rolfs share in the project was building a low-cost rain sensor, or rather, he en-
couraged and helped his students in doing so. The first step in the process was a 
piezometer that turned a piece of glass into a microphone for falling raindrops. 
Merely a piece of glass is not robust enough for the kind of harsh environment 
the weather station will be used in, so this basis principle had to be built into an 
encasing strong enough to survive in Africa. After this protective shell had been 
built, Rolf ended up with a 50 euro rain gauge, which is an incredible price for 
such an accurate device, and it brings us one step closer to an equal world.

The end – or a new beginning?
After the presentations I felt refreshed, filled with new ideas and ready to CreaTe again. There 
is only one problem: why it there no TEDx in Enschede? Organizing the first TEDx here is a nice 
challenge for somebody looking to organize a cool event. Will that be you?



Cooking Special

Thai coconut tomato soup
Ingredients:

• 200 ml of coconut milk
• 400 gr of tomatoes
• 3 spring onions
• 40 gr of tomato paste
• 2 tablespoons of fish sauce
• 2 tablespoons of soy sauce
• 2 gloves of garlic
• 1 shallot
• Sesame oil
• Sour cream (Crème fraîche)

Preparation method:

1. Slice the tomatoes in quarters and peel their skins off
2. Put the tomatoes and the tomato paste in a blender or food 
processor until it’s a smooth liquid
3. Slice the spring onion – until you reach the green part – in 2mm slices
4. Heat a frying pan until hot then add the sesame oil. When the oil is hot 
add the spring onion, sliced shallot and the garlic with a garlic press.
5. When the spring onion is starting to get a little golden colour pour in 
the tomato mixture and turn the heat down to medium/low
6. Let this heat up while stirring for 5 minutes then add the coconut milk
7. Cook this until boiling, then add the fish sauce and the soy sauce
8. Let this simmer on low fire for 10 minutes now

Serving the dish

1.  Put a tablespoon (or more) of the Sour cream (Crème fraîche) onto your plate or into your bowl
2.  Pour the soup onto the Sour cream (Crème fraîche)
3.  You can garnish the dish with some more spring onion according to your taste

Enjoy!

Fusion surf & turf
Ingredients:

• 10 tiger prawns
• 2 tablespoons of grated parmesan
• 6 thin slices of bacon
• 1 spring onions
• a few leaves of basil
• 1 glove of garlic
• a few rocket leaves
for the sauce
• 1 tablespoon of mayonnaise
• ¼ tablespoon of sweet chilli sauce
• ½ tablespoon of aioli
• ¼ tablespoon of olive oil
• ½ tablespoon of grated parmesan

Preparation method:

Pre-heat the oven to 200 degrees Celsius

1.Put the (peeled) prawns, the parmesan, the spring onion, 
the basil and the garlic in a food processor.
2. Take two bowls in which the mixture will fit.
3. Drape the inside of the bowls with the bacon (it doesn’t 
matter if the bacon hangs over the edges)
4. Fill the bacon draped bowls with the prawn-mixture
5. Top the bowl off with the overhanging bacon 
6. Now put both of the bowls into the pre-heated oven for 20 
minutes

Sauce

Simply put all the ingredient for the sauce together and mix it until it is smooth and mousse-like.
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